Japanese “Rising Sun” Surrender Flag
returns to the USS South Dakota crew
and memorial.

“When | went aboard the South Dakotain Tokyo Bay 1945, | wasassigned tothe“N”
Divison, moreasatransient than aregular crew member. | had alot of leave comingto
mewhenwegot to the statesand | eft the shipin Long Beach, CA with al my belongings.
After 30 daysleavel returned on board in the Philadel phiaNavy yard. Then| was
assigned to theregular crew. It wasthen that many of the crew left (discharged) and we
started preparing to put the ship in mothbalIsin the 16th Reserve Fleet. 1t took along
timeand alot of painting etc. to securethe ship. | wasin charge of most of the super-
structure. That’swhen | came across abundlewrapped in brown paper inwhat was
Admira Halsey’sseacabin. It wasthe Japanese Flag from the Battleship NAGATO. |
got permission from the Officer in Charge of my detail to donatetheflagto my VFW
Post. | don’t remember the officersname, nor the names of many of the Quartermasters
working withme. | do remember Lt. Comdr Harold Stassen when hewas aboard.

At thedecommissioning, | lowered theflag and the ship’scommission pennant for thelast time. | wasstill
assigned to the South Dakota as one of the many shipsinthe 16th

moth ball fleet and | had to maintain security patrolsand fire patrols. | Ieft activeduty inthe USN in 1947 and
transferred to active duty asaNavigationinstructor inthe Naval Reserve. | got married and ayear later was
activated to full duty onthe CVL 36 USSMonterey, alight carrier. Wewere sent to Pensacol g, FL to qualify
Nava Air Cadetsin carrier landings. After the Korean war, already having afamily, | decided toleavethe Navy
which | loved and Go Hometoraiseafamily.

Well that’ sabout it. | hope you receive the packagein good condition and it’s appreciated by my shipmates of
the USS South Dakota.

CharlesM. Cavdll



