On CGuadal canal and about 200 yards in from the beach wasan enornmous hol e
that you could drive the largest bulldozer into with roomto spare.
Marines there said this was a crater nade by a 16" shell froma

battl eship during the Great Night Battle. They said the whole thing
sounded |ike the biggest 4th of July fireworks anyone had ever heard in

their life. | said that | was aboard the SOUTHDAKOTA out there that
night. He said: “Damm you! You guys nearly killed us!” | quickly replied
that: “It wasn’'t us. The USS WASHI NGTON did that”. “Those bastards!”, he

yelled and |1'd gotten nyself off the hook. But, it truly was a
revelation to see how destructive and powerful one of our mssiles was.
Kane and | are about the only two guys fromthe ship to have that
particul ar experience .to have been involved in the battle and then
|ater on be witness to consequences from that night on the beach.

When the war ended and the Victory Fleet was assenbled in Yokahanma Bay
to return to the States - via Pearl Harbor _ in triunph, the SOUTH
DAKOTA was anong the |eaders of the flotilla. | was serving aboard the
aircraft carrier USS BENNI NGTON and was one of only two out of 3,000
aboard with enough credits accunulated for imrediate return to the

United States... and | was only 20 years old at the tinme (but a “salty
old dog”, nevertheless.) W were to go hone as guests aboard the USS
W SCONSI N but | requested, for sentinental reasons, to come hone the way

I first came to the Pacific Theatre: aboard the SOUTH DAKOTA The request
was granted and | happily sailed under the Golden Gate Bridge aboard her
and waving to the crowds peering down fromthe bridge!!! Happy ending.

The return to the States, only a day or so after the Surrender aboard
the M SSOURI was neant as an honor and an inmmedi ate Honorabl e Di scharge
fromactive duty. But, | still had 5 nonths remaining on ny four year
enlistnment and, even then, | had to stay another 4 nonths in the Chel sea
(MA) Naval Hospital before finally getting out.
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