My nameisRobert Peacock. I’mwriting you to thank you for your great website. My Grandpa, (Fire
Controlman 1st Class) Richard A Heine, served aboard the USS South Dakotathrough al of her major
battles. Helied about hisage and joined the peacetime Navy in 1935. He served until 1940 when hewas
honorably discharged. After PearlHarbor hewas called back up and soon found himself aboard BB57. The
rest of courseishistory.

My Grandpawas so effected by hisduty aboard BB57 that he could never redlly talk about it. He couldn’ t
watch an episodeof “Victory At Sea’ without weeping. He attended as many of the reunionsas he could
and still had friendsfrom the ship until he died. When confronted he always playeddown the heroics of
BB57. Henever consdered himself ahero. Heaways said “Wejust did our duty then went home. The
guyswho didn’t makeit our thereal heros’. HewasaNavy man until theend.

Dueto the stoic nature of my Grandpal never realized the contributionsthat BB57 madeto thewar inthe
south pacific. Websiteslikeyoursarevery educational and I’ m sure have hel ped many peopl e better
understand what our heroswent through on BB57. | would loveto submit hisnameand apictureof himin
uniformto your websitefor posting. | also have apicture of him aboard ship with 14 other shipmates.
Maybeif you post it someone may recognize someone and request acopy. My Grandpaisthetall thin guy
ontheright. I’m sending thejpeg along with thisemail. Heaimed the 5" Gunsin aturret near the bridge. |
don’t haveany first hand battle accountsfrom him but over theyears| managed to get afew pretty hairy
personal detailsabout somebattles. I’ d be happy to jot then downto includewith hispicturein your photo
gdlery. | guess!’ll just send the other picture and personal accountsto thisemail address unlessyouinstruct
medifferently.

God BlessAmericaand the USS South Dakota. Her impact still reverberates 3 generationslater in my
family. When my nineyear old son*Ricky” getsold enough hewill understand too.

It'sgreat to know that there are peopl e out there still paying tributeto the efforts of these men. My Grandpa
passed away on Sept. 6, 2003. Hewas acalm, happy, loving guy who always had ajoke and was great to
thefamily. Hestarted aschool buscompany in 1950 that my family and | aretill running today. They just
don’t makemen like him anymore. Hisgeneration wasaspecial breed of men that changed theworld aswe
know it. | try everyday to live up to the exampleshe set.
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West Chicago 1, 60185



