Submitted by Jeannie Sweet, daughter of Bernis Keller.

Aswithmost menof hisera, hedoesn't really want any recognition. Hesimply wantsto tell the story—of
menwho fought for their country and the ship that wastheir homefor al those many months. Theshipis
the US.S. South Dakota. The man behind the story isB.H. Keller. Together, history was made and awar
won.

OnAugust 22, 1942, | enlisted inthe Navy. After athree-week boot camp, | caught amerchant ship to Pearl
Harbor where | was assigned to the USS South Dakota. | was assigned to agunnery gang, loading 57 pound
shdlsintofiveinch 38 twin mounted guns. The maintask wasto defend the carrier Enterprise. Thiswasthe
first timein nava history abattleship had been given suchamission.

Although most of the men on the South Dakotahad little or no active naval experience, they quickly distin-
guished themselvesin combat at the Battle of SantaCruz, where 32 enemy aircraft were shot down.

The USS South Dakota participated in 13 mgjor battlesincluding theMarshall I1dands, Luzonand Iwo Jima
operations. | wastherefor it all. | served 37 monthson the South Dakota, 35 of them on active overseas

duty.
| wastherein Tokyo Bay when the Japanese signed the peacetreaty officially ending WWII.

After returning statesidefollowing thewar, ayoung officer asked meif | wantedtore-enlist. “1 said,” ‘ sir,, |
respect that stripeyou have onyour seeve, but you know that man up on the bridgethat they call captain, |
wouldn't re-enlist for hisbars.”

The USS South Dakotacarried 114 officersand 2240 enlisted men during WWII. Ninety-Five of those men
werekilledinaction. I, asatwenty-three-year-old Seaman 1% Class came home. And the USS South Da-
kotabecamethe most decorated battleship of World War 11.



